
Chairs 

Dr Suzanne Lyle is Head of Visual Arts at the Arts Council of Northern Ireland.  She is also Collections 
Curator and has cared for the Collection for the last 12 years.  Last year she oversaw the gifting of 
the ACNI collection to a range of museums in Northern Ireland. 
Works relating to the Troubles formed a part of the Collection and those works were gifted to 
National Museums Northern Ireland.  Suzanne is an art historian and is interested in the range of 
work that came about as a response to the Troubles and the ever changing context that the works 
were created in over a relatively long period of time, as well as the varied expression that it drew 
from individual artists. 
Suzanne is involved with the ACNI Building Peace through the Arts- Re-Imaging Communities scheme 
currently underway at ACNI which helps communities in Northern Ireland and the Border areas of 
the Republic to tackle sectarianism and racism by engaging local people with artists in the 
development of public art. 
 
 
Mark Phelan is a lecturer in the School of Creative Arts at Queens University Belfast. His research is 
primarily concerned with contemporary post-conflict theatre/performance in Northern Ireland as 
well as Irish theatre history/historiography in general, with a specialist emphasis on theatre in the 
North of Ireland. He also maintains wide-ranging research interests in other areas and has written on 
post-conflict photography in the North; nineteenth-century faction fighting; bare knuckle boxing; 
radio drama; queer historiography; theatre criticism; Roger Casement; Stewart Parker, Brian Friel 
and The Northern Revival. Connecting these otherwise disparate topics is his shared interest in the 
roles ‘played’ by theatre and performance in relation to politics, culture and the public sphere. 
 
 
Maggie Taggart has been the Education and Arts correspondent since 1995.  She has had a 
comprehensive career in TV and radio broadcasting over more than thirty years and has been a 
specialist journalist on subjects as varied as health, local government and business.    She says the 
only subject she has never reported on is sport, and it is likely to stay that way!  Most of her career 
has been within the BBC, both locally and on network programmes, but she began as a trainee 
reporter on Northern Ireland’s first local commercial station: Downtown Radio. She has also had a 
wide ranging freelance career. 
Maggie now covers news stories on both education and arts for BBC Northern Ireland and says she 
enjoys the variety… from serious issues on the future of the school structure to the glamour of an 
indigenous film nominated for an Oscar.  She embarked on some lifelong learning and has 
completed a Master’s degree with the University of Ulster.  Her dissertation studied the availability 
of funding for local and international film and television productions.  Away from her job, she is a 
keen reader and is always on the lookout for good novels for her book group. After a youth spent 
avoiding vigorous exercise, she has now discovered the virtues of the gym and swops the beach for 
mountain walking on foreign holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 



Speakers 

Garrett Carr is a writer and artist. He has curated an exhibition of cartographic work for the Ulster 
Museum, it is called Mapping Alternative Ulster and is running at the same time as Art of the 
Troubles. He teaches Creative Writing at the Seamus Heaney Centre, Queen's University.  
 
Anne Devlin is a dramatist, a short story writer and a screen writer.  Her stage plays include 

Ourselves Alone (1986) and After Easter (1994) published by Faber.  Her short stories include The 

Way Paver (1986).  She has written for TV:  The Long March (1984, dir. Chris Parr); Naming the 

Names (1987, dir. Stuart Burge.) and The Venus De Milo Instead (1988, dir. Danny Boyle). Film work 

includes the script of Wuthering Heights (1993, dir. Peter Kosminsky); Vigo (1998, dir. Julien Temple)  

and Titanic Town (1999, dir Roger Michelle). Since she returned to Belfast she has written for Radio, 

The Forgotten (BBC Radio 4, 2009). She is currently at work on a stage play. 

 
Colin Graham lectures at NUI Maynooth. His most recent book is Northern Ireland: 30 Years of 
Photography, published by Belfast Exposed and the MAC in 2013. He is also the author of 
Deconstructing Ireland (2001) and Ideologies of Epic (1998) and co-editor of The Irish Review. He 
curates the Illuminations gallery at NUI Maynooth.  19acres.wordpress.com. 

 
 
Neil Jarman is a research fellow at the Institute for the Study of Conflict Transformation and Social 
Justice at Queens University Belfast and the director of the Institute for Conflict Research, a not-for-
profit, policy orientated research centre, based in Belfast. He has a PhD in anthropology from 
University College London and has worked extensively on issues associated with the political context 
in Northern Ireland over the past 20 years. His work the culture of parades and associated visual 
displays, including murals, banners and flags, was published as Material Conflicts (Berg 1997) and 
Displaying Faith (IIS, 1999). His more recent work has focused of the processes of conflict 
transformation including work on the role of the civil society in peacebuilding; vigilantism and the 
control of violence; public order policing; hate crimes and issues related to migration and cultural 
diversity.  
 
 
Daniel Jewesbury (b. 1972 London) is an artist, writer, editor, lecturer and curator. He has been 
based in Belfast for 18 years, where has set up and directed a number of arts organisations, and 
where he continues to be one of the most active commentators on the visual arts in Northern 
Ireland. 
 
 
John Killen BA, MA, MLS is the 21st Librarian of the Linen Hall Library in Belfast. He was educated at 
St Patrick’s High School in Downpatrick, and Queen’s University, Belfast. He has written the bi-
centenary history of the Linen Hall Library, John Bull’s Famous Circus – A History of Ulster through 
the Postcard, The Unkindest Cut – A Cartoon History of Ulster in the Twentieth Century, The Decade 
of the United Irishmen, The Famine Decade 1841-1851 and a number of other books based on the 
collections of the Linen Hall Library. He has lectured extensively in Ireland, the United Kingdom and 
in the United States. 
 
 



Tim Loane was born in Northern Ireland and educated in Cork and Belfast. Tim co-founded 
Tinderbox Theatre Company in 1988, of which he was joint Artistic Director until 1996. Since then he 
has worked extensively as a writer, director and actor in film, television, theatre and radio.  
For the stage, he wrote the satires Caught Red Handed (Irish Times Best New Play Award and 
Stewart Parker Award, 2002), To Be Sure (2007) and The Civilisation Game (2012). For screen, he 
created TEACHERS (Channel 4), and wrote Proof (RTE 1), Little Devil (ITV 1), Minder (Channel 5) and 
Out of the Deep Pan (BBC 2). He has directed numerous plays for theatre and the short film Dance 
Lexie Dance which was nominated for an Academy Award in 1997. Tim teaches Creative Writing 
part-time in Queen’s University, Belfast.  
 
 
Jimmy McAleavey has written numerous stage and radio plays, as well as some work in film and TV.  
He is currently under commission to the Abbey Theatre, Tinderbox and Hotshot Films.  He is a 
lecturer in creative writing at Queen's. 
 

Paula McFetridge has been the Artistic Director of Kabosh for eight years.  Kabosh is the only 
professional site-specific theatre company in the north of Ireland and is committed to challenging 
the notion of what theatre is and where it takes place.  She has directed shows in a moving black 
taxi, a synagogue, working city-centre shops, abandoned industrial buildings, a barge and a 
spiegeltent to name but a few. www.kabosh.net  
She is currently working on two pan-European projects in collaboration with international artists - a 
social housing project and a series of new radio plays created and performed by current prisoners. 
Recently she was named ‘Belfast Ambassador’ by Lord Mayor Máirtín Ó Muilleoir for her 
commitment to creating theatre for 25 years that effectively deals with sensitive issues; she was 
awarded NITB ‘Northern Ireland Hero’ 2012 for her innovative work in cultural tourism and she is a 
fellow of the Salzberg Global Seminar, having participated in Session 532 ‘Conflict Transformation 
through Culture: Peace-building and the Arts’. 
 
 
Roisin McGlone is the Chief Executive Officer of Interaction Belfast.  InterAction promotes and 
develops both inter–community and Inter-Agency dialogue, trust and relationship building. Roisin 
has worked closely with police, republicans and loyalists ex-combatants and has been instrumental 
in developing and implementing ‘Managing Change’ and a ‘Policing in Partnership’ Process’s of Trust 
and Relationship Building. She has been involved with conflict transformation programmes in 
Croatia, Macedonia and Guyana, America and South Africa. Roisin was one of two Community 
Relations nominees on the now suspended Civic Forum and Assistant Boundary Commissioner for 
Belfast and has graduated as a Master in Philosophy in Reconciliation Studies with the Irish School of 
Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin.  
  

Nuala McKeever first came to public attention in the award-winning BBC comedy – Give My Head 
Peace, followed by her own television show, McKeever, which ran for three years on Ulster 
Television, making her and her comedy character creations, household names. 
In 2005 Nuala wrote and performed a one-woman comedy drama Out Of The Box, which premiered 
to great reviews at the Belfast Festival. In February 2010 she starred as Mrs Lovett in the NI 
premiere of Stephen Sondheim’s dark musical, Sweeeney Todd - The Demon Barber of Fleet Street.  
Nuala’s second play, Belongings, was performed in May 2011 and was followed by her third play, 
Carol’s Christmas, which ran over Christmas 2011 in Belfast.  
With Andrea Montgomery’s Terra Nova Productions, Nuala has co-written and performed the smash 
hit outrageous puppet show The Ulster Kama Sutra. In The Window is Nuala’s latest one woman 
comedy drama. It played to packed houses and received rave reviews when it debuted at the new 

http://www.kabosh.net/


Lyric Theatre in Belfast and on tour. Besides writing a weekly column in the Belfast Telegraph, Nuala 
is a regular contributor to tv and radio programmes and offers motivational talks and workshops on 
confidence and communication.  Nuala has been described as Northern Ireland’s Queen of Comedy. 
She says she’s delighted with the accolade and also hugely relieved she didn’t have to parade up and 
down in a swimsuit to win the title! 
 
 
Cahal McLaughlin is Chair of Film Studies in the School of Creative Arts at Queen’s University Belfast. 
He is a documentary filmmaker whose films include We Never Give Up II, on survivors of apartheid in 
South Africa, and We Were There on the role of women in the Maze and Long Kesh Prison. He is also 
Director of the Prisons Memory Archive (www.prisonsmemoryarchive.com) and the author of 
Recording Memories from Conflict: a filmmaker’s journey (Intellect: 2010). 
 

Dr Malachi O'Doherty is a writer and journalist based in Belfast. He is the author of several books 
including The Trouble With Guns (1998), The Telling Year:Belfast 1972 (2007) and On My Own Two 
Wheels (2012). His specialisms have been Northern Irish politics, religion and cycling.  He writes 
frequently for the Belfast Telegraph and the Irish Times, is a frequent voice on the BBC locally and a 
keen amateur photographer. He teaches Citizen Journalism at Queen's University Belfast and is 
married to the poet Maureen Boyle. 
 
 
Glenn Patterson was born in Belfast in 1961 and studied on the Creative Writing MA at the 
University of East Anglia taught by Malcolm Bradbury. He returned to Northern Ireland in 1988 and 
was Writer in the Community for Lisburn and Craigavon under a scheme administered by the Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland. 
He is the author of several novels. The first, Burning Your Own (1988), set in Northern Ireland in 
1969, won a Betty Trask Award and the Rooney Prize for Irish Literature. Fat Lad (1992), was 
shortlisted for the Guinness Peat Aviation Book Award and explores the effects of the political 
situation in Northern Ireland through the story of a young man returning to his homeland after an 
absence of ten years. Black Night at Big Thunder Mountain (1995) narrates the experiences of three 
people brought together on the Euro Disney construction site. The International (1999), is set in a 
Belfast hotel in 1967, and tells the story of a day in the life of Danny, an 18-year-old barman; 
Number 5 (2003), traces the lives of the various occupants of a Belfast house over a 45-year period. 
That Which Was (2004), is also set in Belfast and explores the interaction between memory, history 
and society.  Lapsed Protestant, a collection of his non-fiction, was published in 2006.  Recent books 
include The Third Party, published in 2007, and Once Upon a Hill: Love in Troubled Times (2008). 
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